Crude cell lysates, obtained by protein digestion and membrane lysis with nonionic detergents such as Nonidet P-40 (NP-40), Tween 20, or Laureth 12, followed by heat denaturation, are suitable for PCR analysis (1). The L1 consensus PCR assay with the MY09-MY11 primer pair is widely utilized for detection of human papillomavirus (HPV) DNA (2, 3, 7, 10) . However, the use of NP-40 is not proposed in PCR protocols using MY09-MY11 (1). Several investigators consider that NP-40 could impair the amplification process with MY09-MY11 (5a), although some have used it with success (4-6, 9). The effect of NP-40 on amplification with MY09-MY11 has not been reported yet. Since NP-40 is not inhibitory for Taq polymerase at concentrations below 0.1% (8) and since it is commonly used in sampleprocessing protocols, we have evaluated the effect of NP-40 on the detection of HPV DNA with the MY09-MY11 primer pair.
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